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FREQUENT FLYER
JEAN-CLAUDE MAS

This Arrogant Frog winemaker
has a soft spot for shiraz.

Q Where is home?

A Posenas, Languedos, which is in the south

ol France.

Q How often are you away?

A Oneweek every imoniil.

Q Where do you travel for work?

A Al over the world, Arrogant Frog and
Domaines Paul Mas wines are now stocked in
over 4o countries (e Arrogant Frog Tabel is
topselling French table wine in Australia),

@ Why do you think your label is so popular
in Australia?

A We take a different approach with our wines,
We are in touch with what international
cotstmers wattl — they love e Fact we are
serious about making greal wine but at the same
firre wee are guile happy o laugh at ourselves
with our Arrogant Frog label

Q Do you have a favourite Australian wine?
A rustralian shirar has an edge over other
countries, My two Tavourites are Grange and
Cape Mentelle Shiraz,

Q What do you do when you land in a city?
AL always try 1o be active whoether it s Ihrrm;h
I‘.‘Il?rl"\ O CXETC iht'.

Q What's in your hand luggage?

A Ny computer, a newspaper and

headache tablers,

Q What's one thing you do on every trip?
A Ly 1o find out what is new and exciting in
that torvvne 1 conld Dee a nesy restaurant or a local
wine slore.,

Q Favourite food and drink abroad?

Al .'l|'.\-.'1'5, s like ralian cuisine

Q Where would you like to be now?

A U abeach,

Jane Reddy

Jean-Claude Mas of Arregant Frog and Domaines Paul
Mas wines is in Australia to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of Domaines Paul Mas.

Top Drops

Intarradiors winsmaker Jean-Claudes Mas has
releasad two parfect dops for the corming cool
=aascon, 008 Chateau Amoosnt Frog, 52888,
codied red with a Hend of Backoumant FESDEITY
and rmochia laviouns, Winike 2008 Ma
Corbizres, §16.99, haa'a soft pdlate, fusty charscters
gnd @ intens=e moma of (pe black it Avsialkie

axclusavely al Dan Murohy's stores nationsiiy,

| |

das Mas

A well-deserved arrogance

ike the name, like the bottle, love the cheeky
I approach. Talking about The Arrogant Frog, a
wine with so much appeal I have even bought
it from time to time
They say it has been on sale here for six years and
is doing nicely, thank you. There's an invitation to
lunch on March 24 “to celebrate 10 years of
Australia’s most popular French table wine™
Something astray here: we learn that M. Jean-
Claude Mas took ownership and control of the fami-
ly business (est.1892) in 1999. Then “he

David Bray
WINE

In 1992, a chance meeting with one of the leading
Italian winemakers, Giorgio Grai, re-established
Jean-Claude's interest in wine and

launched the Arrogant Frog label in 2004
and over the six years, it has became one
of the best-selling French wines over-
seas™.

He is, the press stuff tells us, “‘a leading
exporter of French wine with one-million
cases exported in 2009™

People love the concept of these easy
drinking, new-world wine from the south
of France. but the quirky label featuring
an arrogant frog, has more than a bit to do

taught him the art of blending and
P creating 'wine with style'.

It was in the mid 90s, while he was
a director of Domaines Virginie. a
large winery in the south of France
renowned for its varietal wines, that
Jean-Claude decided it was time to
0GANT return home to thg family estate and
) start producing wines under his fam-

o ily name.

Today. with a team of six wine-

with the success of the launch.

They aren’t great wines, mind you, but good ones —
mostly delicious and nicely priced around $11.

It is a good story. A fourth-generation winemaker,
M. Mas was born in what is said to be the biggest
vine-growing area in the world, Languedoc. The
story goes that at three years of age, during vintage,
Jean-Claude ran away from his mother and walked
1.5 miles to the winery where his grandfather
Raymond and father Paul were fermenting wine. And
that was the start of something big.

At university he studied economics, graduated then
went car and motorcycle racing for three years.

HIAKCIS dld VIUCUIWULISIS, 1€ Tuns nIs 1Zzu-nectare
property in the Pézenas Montagnac area and a 70-
hectare property in Limoux. He also sources grapes
from another 450 hectares of contracted vineyards
located in Limoux, Minervois, Cabardes and Coteaux
du Languedoc regions in the south of France.

“The vineyard is where inspiration starts: it is where
you start to draw in your mind a rough picture of the
character and the personality of the wine that will be
the fruit of 12 months’ work,” he says.

Jean-Claude has also been recognised as a French
business leader receiving the Grand Prix de

I'Entrepreneur award in 2006. In 2008, lading maga-
zine L'Express named him in the 'New wave of
French wine: 30 winemakers of tomorrow".

Along with his wife and two daughters, Jean-
Claude Mas lives in a castle in Pezenas and still likes.
racing fast cars.

The Arrogant Frog wines are made at the Mas win-
erv Domaine Nicole, Montagnac. The Ribet White is
sauvignon blanc from grapes grown near
Carcassonne. Tasters find "a brilliant twist of lemony
acidity” and in the Ribet Red a cabernet merlot blend.

a mix of red and blackcurrant’.
Hxx
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