


Old World Wine

with New World Attitude

Beating the enemy at its own game.

The winning combination of quality,
value-for-money pricing, and a witty
name made this one of the best selling
French wines abroad writes Sandi Butchkiss.

=etos courtesy of Cottage Vineyards.

Would you buy a wine called Screaming Fagle or

a Sauvignon Blanc called Cats Pee on a Gooseberry
Bush? No? Well, many do. In fact, these two, and dozens
more attention grabbing named wines sell very well,
thank you very much. Like Yellow Tail from Australia, one
of the most popular wines in America. And “Two Buck
Chuck”, a catchy moniker coined by the happy imbibers
of a wine by Charles (say Chuck) Shaw that sells for an
incomprehensible two dollars (hence the two bucks).

Years ago | gave a friend a bottle of Marilyn Merfot for his
fortieth birthday and believed surely it was just a clever play
on words, a kind of inside joke that would last a couple

of months and fizzle out. | gave only a passing thought to
the calibre of what was inside the bottle. Little did | know.
Only recently | heard there'’s a new book out called Marityn
Merlot and the Naked Grape. And since my friend just
celebrated his 80th year, that label is apparently still going
strong twenty years later.

So the other night, when invited to meet the man behind
Arrogant Frog, frankly | was not all that excited. | thought,
OK, here's some wise-guy New World producer taking a
poke at the stuffy, uber serious winemaking French. But
lo and behold!! The Arrogant Frog turned out to be a real
French wine, made from grapes grown in France (in the
Languedoc region), bottled in France and christened by
the very French winemaker/owner of the company himself,
third generation French grape grower, Jean- Claude Mas.
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Strawberry, raspberry, saturated, good natural acidity, fair sugar rate.
Fraises et framboises, saturé, bonnes acididé, agréablement sucré.
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One great fresh and elegant white wine form South
of France, the wine does the job regarding serving to
asparagus and salad dishes. Very good candidate as
6 & )*+ aperitif.
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